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Sangre de Cristo Chorale . . . Creating Community Through Song 

 
MISSION : entertain, educate, unite and inspire singers and audiences through great choral music 

 
ENTERTAIN Present a diversity of choral music in a variety of venues that will make a 

significant cultural contribution to the community. 
EDUCATE Provide choral experiences to select high school students through an apprentice 

program; encourage talented young singers through a music scholarship 
program; and, share our love of singing with young people through annual 
outreach programs. 

UNITE   Attract a diverse audience and membership in order to build bridges of 
understanding and respect for a shared humanity through the choral art. 

INSPIRE  Touch hearts and change lives of singers and listeners through the universal and 
unifying power of music. 

 
HISTORY 

The Chorale was formed in 1978 as a self-governing, adult chorale of volunteer singers dedicated to 
learning and performing a variety of high-quality choral music under the direction of an excellent 
conductor. The Chorale aspired to provide high-quality opportunities for adult singers in the 
community to continue to experience a life-long love of choral singing. While there are more local 
singing opportunities today, the Chorale has a long history of loyal support from its singers who 
average 10 or more years as members of the group. Current members include singers who joined the 
Chorale in its first decade, as well as multiple generations of families. Over its 40-year history the 
Sangre de Cristo Chorale has touched the lives of over 500 singers; a number of Chorale alumni from 
across the country will join us in the celebrations during the upcoming anniversary year. 

DIRECTORS 
The Chorale has been served by four excellent music directors during its 40 years: Sheldon Kalberg 
1978 to 2003, Doyle Preheim 2004 to 2012, Maxine Thévenot 2012 to 2014, and Andrew Schmidt 
2015 to 2017. For its 40th anniversary season the Chorale has hired three guest conductors with 
significant history with the Chorale. Bradley Ellingboe returns for the third time to conduct the fall 
concert. Longtime singing member Priscilla Zimmermann will lead the December presentation and 
Doyle Preheim will join us for the 40th Anniversary celebration concert in April 2018. 

CONCERTS 
Concerts are typically held in the two communities from which the Chorale draws many of its 
members, Santa Fe and Los Alamos, and occasionally at other locations including Albuquerque. Our 
audience (~800 attendees per year) values our eclectic repertoire, from eleventh century chant through 
the entire history of classical music, and from harmonic renditions of ethnic and folk music to world-
premieres. The Chorale has premiered over two-dozen works, including those commissioned by the 
Chorale. In recent years the performance calendar has included winter and spring concerts. For the 
2016-17 season we added back a third concert in the fall, which remains for the 40th-Anniversary 
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season. Performances have included accompaniment by an excellent pianist and, as appropriate for 
the repertoire being performed, other instruments including chamber orchestra as well as guest 
soloists. The full Chorale or ensembles chosen from the larger group have also performed for many 
private events over its history. 

OUTREACH 
Over twenty years ago the Chorale recognized its potential to inspire and encourage New Mexico’s 
youth in the experience of shared music making, and therefore expanded its mission to include youth 
development. Today we commit our time and funds to a student apprentice program for high school 
students (over 60 students have participated), provide modest scholarships to outstanding graduating 
high-school vocal music students (45 awards totaling $23,000 to date – several to students who were 
the first in their family to attend college), provide conducting workshops to public school teachers, 
and schedule annual educational outreach activities with schools in the communities we serve and 
elsewhere in the state. Past outreach activities have taken place in Española, Pojoaque, Gallup, Raton, 
Artesia, El Paso, Albuquerque, Belen, Los Lunas, Moriarty, and Farmington, as well as regular 
activities in Santa Fe and Los Alamos. Since 1996, the Chorale has touched the lives of an estimated 
1,500 young singers in all parts of New Mexico and is pleased to have former apprentices and 
scholarship winners return to the Chorale as adult members. 

COLLABORATION 
During its 40 years the Chorale also expanded its reach by collaborating with both social service and 
other musical organizations. Past collaborations have included benefit concerts for St. Elizabeth 
Shelter, Cancer Cares, Esperanza Shelter, local elder care facilities and a concert at the Museum of 
International Folk Art honoring Tewa storyteller Esther Martinez. Upcoming collaboration is planned 
with the Academy for Love of Learning during the anniversary season. Past musical collaboration 
includes work with the Santa Fe Symphony, Quintessence, Musica Antigua, and the New Mexico 
Brass ensemble. 

SUPPORT 
Ticket prices, which do not cover the full cost of concerts, are kept affordable ($20-$25, free for 
students under 18) through supplemental funding from member dues, donors, and granting 
organizations. We offer free concert attendance to many who could otherwise not attend, including 
limited-income populations. Our long history of artistic excellence and outreach services to the 
community has been acknowledged by 35 years of consistent support from New Mexico Arts. 

ENGAGEMENT 
The Chorale’s modest annual operating budget is ~$50,000, currently supporting a nine-month 
programming calendar and six professional-quality performances per year. We accomplish this by 
combining professional standards with considerable volunteer energy and effort. Many singers deepen 
their engagement in the choir by offering their expertise in areas that serve the organization such as 
creating promotional materials, identifying potential donors, leading social media efforts, and 
coordinating outreach activities that are a core element of the choir’s success. Most of the Chorale’s 
board of directors is elected from the membership. In recent years, we have been fortunate to find 
board members from outside the Chorale as well. Logistics associated with rehearsals, clinics, concerts, 
fund-raising, promotion, and planning are carried out by the Board, Chorale members, and our group 
of community volunteers. The Chorale recently completed a new four-year strategic plan that included 
a review of its structure and has set the direction for the future. 


